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Headteacher’s foreword

2003 is going to be a memorable year for the European Schools. We are cele-
brating our 5oth anniversary and will officially open the new European School in
Frankfurt am Main (ESF), the latest addition to the dozen or so European Schools
already established.

It would have been impossible to set up the ESF without the commitment of various
German and European institutions, not to mention the enthusiasm of many people.
| would like to take this opportunity to thank the following: the City of Frankfurt for
its warm welcome and for providing the land on which to build the school; and the
Federal State of Hesse and the German Foreign Office for implementing the decision
taken at the European level to set up a European School. Finally, our particular
thanks go to the European Central Bank whose support was crucial to setting up
the ESF.

Since they were founded 50 years ago, the European Schools have been united in
a common aim: the education, side by side, of children of different mother tongues
and nationalities to teach them to be responsible European citizens, while pre-
serving their national and cultural identities. In so doing the European Schools
have achieved on a small scale what has yet to be achieved on a larger scale:

an integrated, outward-looking multicultural community based on the values of
tolerance, communication and co-operation. With pupils from around 20 countries
and teachers representing four languages, the ESF reflects the diversity and wealth
of European cultures. It is both a great honour and an incentive for me to be able to
introduce this school. It is my avowed aim to educate young people to an excellent
level of general knowledge in several European languages and to give them every
opportunity to develop their abilities and interests to the full.

bacit ~ ool o

Hans-Arnold Loos




From Luxembourg...

... to Frankfurt am Main

Educating children of differ-
ent nationalities side by side

European Baccalaureate in
12 school years

The European Schools were born of an initiative by representatives of the European
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) and the Luxembourg Government and resulted
in the establishment of the first European School in Luxembourg in 1953. For the
first time, children of different languages and nationalities were taught together.
The initiators were driven by two seemingly conflicting goals: pupils should be
educated in their mother tongue and national traditions, but also play an active
role in building a united Europe. Furthermore, they should be able to obtain a
leaving qualification that is recognised in all Member States. With the signing of
the Convention defining the Statute of the European Schools and the Regulation
for the European Baccalaureate by the six founding Member States in April 1957,
the European School in Luxembourg gained the status of an institution governed
by public law, recognised in all Member States of the ECSC. The first pupils took
the European Baccalaureate examinations in 1959.

As the European Communities evolved, further European Schools were set up in
the same places as European organisations: in Germany, for example, schools
have been set up in Karlsruhe (Institute for Transuranium Elements) and Munich
(European Patent Office). They cater primarily for the children of staff of the
particular organisation, although any spare places are offered to children of the
respective host country. There are currently 12 European schools: four in Belgium,
one in the Netherlands, three in Germany and one in Italy, Spain, the United
Kingdom and Luxembourg. In the school year 2002-03, these schools employed
around 1,200 teachers to teach some 17,000 pupils. The first intake of pupils at
the two newest schools — Alicante (Office for Harmonisation in the Internal Market)
and Frankfurt am Main (European Central Bank) — was in September 2002.

The European Schools are supervised jointly by the Member States; they are
recognised schools in their respective host country and have the status of an
institution governed by public law. The current legal basis is the Convention of
the Board of Governors of the European Schools which entered into force in
October 2002.

The original goals of the initiators have remained the same for almost 50 years.
The education, side by side, of children of Community staff also creates the con-
ditions necessary for pan-European mobility and subsequent reintegration into
their country of origin. The Treaty on European Union signed in Maastricht in 1992
expressly declared the development of the European dimension in education a
Community objective.

Pupils attend the European Schools for a total of 12 years: five years of primary
education (primary cycle) followed by seven years of secondary education (sec-
ondary cycle) leading to the European Baccalaureate. Most European Schools
have a nursery to prepare children for the primary cycle.



Individual language sections
for several main languages
Every school has a number of
language sections that can
cover, according to require-
ments, all official Community
languages. Pupils are assigned
to the language section of their
mother tongue. Throughout
their time at school, the pupil’s
mother tongue remains his/her
first language (language I). The
distribution of subjects and
the syllabuses are identical
for all language sections;
occasionally there may be
slight variations in the mother
tongue syllabuses. If there is
insufficient demand for a lan-
guage section of a particular
Community language, then
mother tongue pupils of this
language receive extra mother
tongue tuition. If possible, they
will also be taught mathematics
in their mother tongue.

European Baccalaureate —
widely recognised in the EU
The European Baccalaureate is
recognised in all EU Member
States and in many other coun-
tries, including some outside
Europe. Pupils who obtain the
Baccalaureate certificate enjoy
the same rights in their country
of origin as school leavers of
that country, i.e. they are
equally entitled to attend

any institution of higher
education.
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A unique task

Special emphasis on
language learning

European citizens: at the heart
of the education process

The European Schools fulfil a task that national schools are unable to fulfil: to teach
pupils from different countries in their respective mother tongues and to instil in
them the cultural values of their home country from a European perspective. This
ambitious goal was first laid down in the 1957 Statute: the various traditional models
of “national education” were to flow into a new model of “European education”,
without abandoning their typical characteristics in the process. In this way, the
European Schools’ teaching concept combines basic elements of national education
systems with a uniform teaching method. The cultural values of the individual
countries and the common values of European civilisation co-exist in harmony and
together form a unified entity. The European perspective is stressed in all areas of
the curriculum, in particular in the human sciences. The syllabuses were drawn up
by an international committee of experts and take account of the particular require-
ments of the individual Member States. The syllabuses were approved by the Board
of Governors of the European Schools.

“The success of the European Schools shows
that in future it will be possible for Europe to have
a culture without the nations of which it is
composed having to lose theirs.”

Jean Monnet (died 1979; from 1950 President of the Conference on the Schuman Plan
in Paris which led to the establishing of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC);
from 1952 to 1954 President of the ECSC High Authority)

In addition to a solid general education, pupils of the European Schools must also
reach a high level in their mother tongue (language 1) and in other languages
(languages II, Il and 1V). By the time they take the Baccalaureate, they may have
learnt up to four modern languages and also Latin and/or ancient Greek.

As the European Schools place special emphasis on learning and using languages,
all pupils learn their first foreign language (language Il) from year 1 of the primary
cycle through to the Baccalaureate. Pupils are required to take a second foreign
language (language IIl) from year 2 of the secondary cycle. Pupils may choose a
third foreign language (language V) from year 4 and even a fourth language
(language V) from year 6. In principle, all official Community languages may be
offered, although the exact range of subjects depends on the resources available
at the individual schools. Unlike at most national schools, at the European Schools
foreign languages are only taught by native speakers.



School reports

Positive measures

Pupils must choose at least two optional subjects from columns 3 or 4 to bring the
total number of periods to at least 31 per week. Pupils may choose other optional
or complementary subjects provided that the total number of periods does not
exceed 35 per week.

From year 6 of the secondary cycle, pupils are also given careers guidance.
Alongside their school education, pupils must go on traineeships and are given
detailed advice on study and employment opportunities.

Pupils in the secondary school are assessed four times a year. Twice a year, pupils
receive a graded report with marks ranging from 1 to 10 and they receive a twice-
yearly written report on their performance. The report is based on both the pupil’s
coursework and examinations. Twice a year, the pupil’s performance is discussed
with his/her parents. There is an established procedure for deciding whether a
pupil may move up to the next class. Pupils who do not meet these criteria are
required to repeat the year.

Pupils who have difficulties in achieving classroom targets receive extra help. For
example, pupils who join the school with insufficient knowledge of the working
language (language I1) will receive intensive teaching in that language. All schools
have a number of special teachers for “learning support”. Where necessary, these
teachers also take on supply teaching to avoid lessons being cancelled.

Children with learning difficulties are given individual supervision as part of the
Special Educational Needs (SEN) programme. Provision can be made for pupils
with physical disabilities who require individual support or specific equipment.
This programme also has specially trained teaching staff.

S S The European Baccalaureate

The secondary cycle is validated by the European Baccalaureate at the end of year 7.
The Baccalaureate examination assesses performance in the subjects taught in
years 6 and 7. It consists of five written and four oral examinations. To qualify for
admission pupils must have completed at least the last two years of the secondary
cycle at a European School.

The assessment of each candidate consists of two elements: a preliminary mark
(40 % of the total mark) based on course work, oral participation in class and tests
set throughout year 7. The second element of the assessment consists of the marks
obtained in the written and oral examinations held at the end of year 7. The five
written examinations (36 % of the total mark) always include language I, language I
and mathematics; these three subjects are compulsory choices for all candidates.
The four oral examinations (24 % of the total mark) include language | and language II,
which are compulsory choices, as is either history or geography if a written
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examination has not been taken in one of these two subjects. The overall pass
mark is 60 % (60 marks out of 100). The individual subject Examining Boards are
composed of one external examiner from each European Union country and the
internal examiner (the candidate’s subject teacher). All examinations are double
marked and the results are scrutinised closely by a Central Examining Board. The
Central Examining Board is chaired by an Inspector in the capacity of Vice-President
of the European Baccalaureate and composed of internal and external examiners.
This ensures that the European Baccalaureate is of a consistently high standard.

The administrative bodies of the European Schools

The European Schools share a number of joint bodies. Their governing body is the
Board of Governors, which is based in Brussels. It is composed of representatives
from the individual EU Member States, the European Patent Office and the European
Commission. It is responsible for all educational, administrative and budgetary
areas. Two Boards of Inspectors — one for the nursery and primary cycles and one
for the secondary cycle — are responsible for supervising the education provided
by the Schools and report to the Board of Governors. The Inspectors regularly visit
classes in order to monitor the quality of teaching.

All European Schools have an Administrative Board which deals with matters
concerning the management and administration of the School. It is chaired by the
Secretary-General of the Board of Governors. Its other members are the School’s
Head, a representative of the European Commission and — in Frankfurt — a repre-
sentative of the ECB together with representatives of the teachers, parents, pupils
of the secondary cycle and administrative/service staff.

The School s run by a Head appointed by the Board of Governors. He/she is assisted
by two Deputy Heads, one for the primary cycle and one for the secondary cycle.
The Head is responsible for the full-time teaching staff who are seconded by their
respective national authority. Teachers are subject to a two-year probationary
period, after which their secondment is extended by a period of three years.
Thereafter the secondment may be extended by a further period of four years. In
addition the Head may employ tutors on fixed-term contracts (full or part-time).

The Parents’ Association

The Parents’ Association plays an important role in the various European School
committees and working parties. The elected representatives pass on parents’
views on educational and organisational matters to the Administrative Board
and the Education Committee.

The Pupils’ Committee
The pupils of the secondary cycle elect a Pupils’ Committee which represents its
interests on both the enlarged Administrative Board and the Education Committee.







The school also has a sick bay
with a full-time nurse. However,
pupils must produce a medical
certificate on the third day of
illness.

Fixed school hours

Both the school and the nursery
begin at 8.30 a.m. on Monday
to Friday. Nursery supervision
ends at 2.05 p.m. For pupils

in years 1 and 2 of the primary
cycle, teaching ends at 2.35 p.m.
on Monday to Thursday and at
2.05 p.m. on Friday. For pupils
in years 3 to 5 of the primary
cycle it ends at 3.10 p.m. on
Monday to Wednesday and at
2.25 p.m. on Thursdays and
Fridays. During the one-hour
lunch break pupils can eat lunch
in the canteen or spend their
recreation time within the
school building, in the play-
ground or on the sports field. All
ESF teachers have set consul-
tation times for parents.




All-day supervision and
lunchtime catering

Extra-curricular activities

ESF Parents’ Association

Leisure activities

Catering facilities for the pupils are provided by the canteen which is run by the
Parents’ Association and supplied by a catering firm. The canteen offers a wide
range of meals, including wholefoods and vegetarian dishes, a salad bar and
snacks, such as sandwiches, muesli, dairy products and fruit. In line with the aim
of encouraging pupils to adopt a healthy lifestyle, the food chosen is primarily of
an organic nature. Where necessary, special religious dietary requirements may be
accommodated. There is also a kiosk selling cold snacks outside the lunch hour.

The Parents’ Association organises the supervision of nursery children after
2.05 p.m. and of children of the primary cycle at the end of normal teaching and
during the school holidays. Pupils who stay on after normal school hours have
their homework supervised for half an hour by representatives of the Parents’
Association. After-school care ends when the school closes at 5.30 p.m.

After normal school hours and during the school holidays pupils can engage in a
wide range of extra-curricular activities organised by the Parents’ Association.
The aim of these activities is not only to keep the children occupied, but also to
develop and promote their skills and abilities in the fields of art, science, inter-
cultural awareness and communication. Pupils are therefore grouped according
to age rather than language section. The activities currently offered by the ESF
encompass a range of sports (judo, tennis and gymnastics), music, choir, drama,
ballet, art and pottery.

The ESF Parents’ Association is a registered charity, the main aim of which is to
promote pupils’ well-being and an all-round education. To this end it develops
its own initiatives, proposals and views on school-related matters and works
together with the authorities and parents’ associations of the other European
schools. One of its aims is to implement a pupil exchange programme between
the European Schools.

The Parents’ Association represents the interests of parents and pupils on the
school’s Administrative Board and Education Committee. At the European level it
represents ESF parents at Interparent, an association of all parents’ associations of
the European Schools as well as on the Board of Governors of the European Schools.

As well as providing after-school care and homework supervision, the Parents’
Association also organises a wide range of activities during the school holidays,
such as a tennis camp or day trips to places of interest in the local region. It also
arranges educational and cultural events, including a Christmas bazaar and the
Baccalaureate award ceremony.

To help older pupils prepare for their future careers, the Parents’ Association
organises information sessions on higher education courses and on other career
opportunities. Particular emphasis is placed on arranging traineeships with
local firms.
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The Association’s website (www.esfparents.org) facilitates social contacts between
parents and provides information on both the School and the Association in all
four languages. The Parents’ Association also publishes a printed monthly news-
letter in several languages.

Travel to the ESF

The ESF can be reached in 30 minutes from the city centre by public transport. It
takes 20 minutes to travel on the U1 metro line from Willy Brandt Platz to Nordwest-
zentrum, from which it is a seven-minute ride on the No. 67 bus to the Praunheim/
Schulzentrum stop operated by the Rhine-Main Transport Association (Rhein-
Main Verkehrsbund).

The Parents’ Association runs a special, fare-paying bus service for all ESF pupils
between the ECB on Kaiserplatz and the ESF. Children travelling to the school
assemble in a waiting room from 7.40 a.m. and the bus leaves the ECB at 8 a.m.
The return journey to the ECB is organised as required.

School calendar and holidays

The calendar for the school year is fixed at the beginning of each calendar year
and is identical for all European Schools. The school year begins on or around
7 September. There are at least 180 teaching days (181 in leap years), which are
spread over three terms.

In the first term there is a one-week half-term holiday which includes 1 November
(All Saints). The first term ends with the Christmas holidays beginning on or around
22 December and lasts two weeks. There is a one-week half-term break in the spring
term (usually the week in which Shrove Tuesday falls). The second terms ends with
the two-week Easter holidays (one week before and one week after Easter Sunday).
The summer holidays at the end of the third term last approximately eight weeks.
In addition the school’s Administrative Board may allocate additional holidays in
line with public holidays in the host country. For the ESF these are as follows: 1 May,
Ascension Day, Whit Monday, Corpus Christi and 3 October (German Unification
Day). Parents who have enrolled children at both the ESF and a German school
should be aware that there may be discrepancies between the ESF’s holiday calen-
dar and the school holiday dates fixed by the State of Hesse.
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Application for enrolment
and entrance test

Allocation to
language section

Transfer to German
education system

Admission criteria

The European Schools were originally established for the children
of the staff of European organisations. They are still open primarily to staff of such
organisations, who are entitled to a place for their children (Category I children).
Depending on capacity, a limited number of places may be offered to other
(Category Il) children covered by special agreements, or to (Category Ill) children
who do not belong to the first two categories. Available places are awarded on the
basis of a lottery; however, priority is given to children who already have a brother
or sister at the ESF. The staff of European organisations are exempt from paying
school fees. A fee, set by the Governing Board, is payable for other children. Parents
enrolling more than one child at one of the schools are required to pay only half of
the normal school fees for the second and each subsequent child.

An application for enrolment must be made to the Head of the European School
for children of all categories; the application form can be downloaded from the
internet (www.eursc.org). The application for enrolment should include a birth
certificate and a report from the school most recently attended. The staff of
European organisations require a certificate from their employer. All children must
pass an entrance test for their chosen language section.

Children who are admitted to the school during the course of their schooling will be
assigned to a class corresponding to the level of education acquired in their country
of origin. As a rule, a child will be assigned to a language section of the language
spoken in the child’s home.

Children who transfer to a German school at the end of the primary cycle or while
they are in the secondary cycle will be given a detailed school report.
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Contact addresses

Bureau of the Secretary-General
of the Board of Governors

Rue de la Loi 200

Batiment Belliard 7

B-1049 Brussels
WWW.Eeursc.org

European School Frankfurt am Main
Praunheimer Weg 126

D-60439 Frankfurt am Main

Tel.: +49699288740

Fax: +49 6992887474

E-mail: lzga@eursc.org

www.eursc.org

Parents’ Association of the

European School Frankfurt am Main eV.
¢/o European School Frankfurt am Main
Praunheimer Weg 126

D-60439 Frankfurt am Main
www.esfparents.org

European Central Bank
Kaiserstrasse 29

D-60311 Frankfurt am Main
www.ech.int

The information contained in this brochure was correct as at January 2003; subsequent changes are inevitable.

No responsibility will be accepted for such changes and no legal claims may be derived therefrom.
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