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! It is hard to believe that the first part of the school year
i has already come to an end. January is often described as
E—Emn - a quiet month, but this has certainly not been the case at
our school. With important meetings, extensive
preparatory work, and the organisation of the Pre-Bac
examinations, our days have been anything but dull.
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Below you will find a brief overview of key events from the
past weeks:

Administrative Board

The Administrative Board meets twice during the school
year. The January session is primarily dedicated to budget
Pre-BAC Exams January 2026 discussions and related decisions. Among the important
items on the agenda was the Director’s report on the ESF
building situation, including plans for the interim building
on the Red Pitch and an update on the development of the
ESF new school project.

ESF Interim Building and Progress on the New School Plan

This Friday, the 48th Working Group meeting on the New
School and the 25th WG Interim is expected to provide
important information regarding the start of construction
of the interim building on the Red Pitch and how the
reduction in outdoor sports areas will be compensated.

At present, based on recent news and the statement made
by Ms. Weber, City Councilor and Head of the Department
of Education and Construction (Stadtrdtin und Dezernentin
fiir Bildung, Immobilien und Neues Bauen) in January, a
final decision on the plot for the ESF new school is not to
be expected soon due to the local elections on 15 March
2026. The preferred location remains Ratsweg, although
this has not yet been confirmed. The City of Frankfurt is
also reviewing defined alternative options, as
communicated by Ms. Weber during the Planning,
Housing and Urban Development Committee (Ausschuss
fiir Planen, Wohnen und Stddtebau). She confirmed that
several solutions for the European School remain under
consideration. Plan A foresees the Ratsweg and the
relocation of the Dippemess, while three of the sixteen
alternatives developed by the planning department serve
as Plan B. The next meeting of the Committee for
Education and School Construction (Ausschuss fiir Bildung
und Schulbau) is scheduled for 23 February 2026, and once
again, the delegation of ESF parents and the director will

Update on building situation
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Green Wall in the ECB Library

join the meeting to raise the question of the development
of the European School Frankfurt (interim and new
school).

ECB New Year’s Reception for ESF Staff

In the final week of January, our employees were invited
by the ECB to attend the New Year’s Reception for ESF
staff. Visiting the ECB premises and learning about the
history of this remarkable building left a strong impression
on all attendees. It was also a pleasure to visit the ECB
library.

We were grateful for the words of appreciation from Ms
Kress, Ms Trindade and Ms Pauer, who highlighted the
importance of the education provided at our school for
their employees and families. Participants joining Ms
Allegret-Maret and Ms Schwarz-de Koning gained valuable
insight into the ECB library.

Despite the cold winter weather, everyone felt warmly
welcomed, greatly enjoyed the time spent and the
informal exchanges with colleagues and hosts in this
architecturally outstanding setting.

| wish all members of our school community a pleasant
and restful February holiday, and | look forward to
welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for the
months ahead.

Anastazija Avsec
Director



Secondary School

Student Well-Being
Debate Club

The Debate Club has started the new term with great
enthusiasm and commitment from both students and
teachers. The sessions provide a dynamic platform for
students to develop their critical thinking, public

speaking, and argumentation skills in a supportive and

respectful environment. Participants engage in lively

discussions on a variety of topics, learning to structure

CLUB their ideas clearly, respond thoughtfully to opposing
viewpoints, and work collaboratively as a team. It is
encouraging to see such strong motivation and regular
attendance. The positive atmosphere reflects the
shared dedication of everyone involved, and we look

forward to seeing the club continue to grow and thrive
throughout the year.

Science Club

We are pleased to announce that the Science Club is
planned to begin shortly after the February break. The
club aims to offer students the opportunity to explore
scientific topics beyond the classroom curriculum
through hands-on experiments, projects, and
collaborative inquiry. Students will have the chance to
deepen their curiosity, develop practical skills, and
engage with exciting scientific questions in a creative
and stimulating setting. We are looking forward to an
inspiring start and encourage interested students to
take part in this enriching extracurricular activity.

$4-S6 Snowball Party

The S4-S6 Snowball Party was a great success and a
highlight of the term. The event was very well
organized, with students taking on significant
responsibility in the planning and preparation process.
Their  teamwork, creativity, and dedication
contributed greatly to the positive atmosphere of the

o OWB4 evening. .The celebration provided a wonder‘ful
ee % (< opportunity for students to come together, enjoy
AR music and dancing, and strengthen their sense of
community. We would like to thank all students,
t parents and staff who supported the organization of
N S — the event and helped ensure that everyone had an
o enjoyable and memorable experience
Y A oy SRS
v Pre-BAC Examinations
The Pre-BAC examination session has concluded
PARTY

smoothly and successfully. Students approached this
important milestone with focus and determination,
demonstrating their commitment to their studies. We



PISA

for
Schools

r A

“Francois Il, the King of Conjugation.”

would like to congratulate all candidates on
completing this demanding period and thank the
pedagogical advisors, teachers and staff for their
support and organization throughout the exam
session. We wish our students every success for the
remainder of their final year, as well as strength,
perseverance, and confidence as they continue
preparing for the final BAC examinations.

PISA 2026 — Our School as Part of a Global Learning
Community

On 25 and 26 February 2026, our school will take part
in the international education study PISA, involving
schools from more than 90 countries worldwide. As
part of the PISA-based assessment for European
Schools, 26 European Schools are participating. At the
European School Frankfurt, 137 students from S4, S5
and S6 will take part.

PISA focuses on how well students apply their
knowledge in Reading, Mathematics and Science to
real-life situations. The assessment is conducted in
English, French or German and is complemented by a
guestionnaire on the learning environment

Results are reported exclusively at school level;
individual students remain anonymous. The school
receives a report that supports the further
development of teaching and learning and enables
international comparison.

Participation in PISA reflects our vision of excellence in
education for all students and our mission to
strengthen learning and well-being through
international cooperation.

We sincerely thank all participating students for their
commitment and engagement.

Foreign Language Learning

On one of the snowy days in February, a French class
spontaneously moved their double lesson outside to
the red pitch. Each student made a small snowball and,
one by one, conjugated verbs. For every correct
answer, they were allowed to roll their snowball
forward.

To finish, the class worked together on irregular verbs
and sentence building to earn the final reward:
creating a snowman named “Francois I, the King of
Conjugation.”

-

Kyriaki Chatzivassiliadou
Deputy Director Secondary School ad interim



Nursery & Primary School

Winter Weather

Since returning to school after the Christmas break, we
have experienced a period of particularly cold weather,
including several snow days. While we hope that the
worst of the winter conditions are now behind us, we
kindly remind parents to ensure that children continue
to come to school dressed appropriately for the
weather.

L3 Language Market

It has been a busy and productive start to the term
across the Primary School. Our P5 pupils recently took
part in the L3 Language Market, marking an important
first step in their transition to secondary school. In
addition, nearly all section projects are now underway,
and it has been encouraging to see pupils engaging so
positively and enthusiastically with their learning

Round Table Discussions

Last week, we held our annual round table discussions
with parent representatives from each class. These
meetings provide a valuable opportunity to share
feedback and suggestions, and we are very grateful to
all parents who gave their time and contributed
thoughtfully to supporting our school community.

First semester school reports

have now been issued for all Primary School pupils. We
hope these reports offer a helpful insight into your
child’s progress and achievements, and we encourage
families to take time to discuss them together at home.

Carnival Parties

The week concludes with carnival parties for all pupils.
These events were kindly organised by our P.E. teachers
and supported by the Parents’ Association, and we
extend our sincere thanks for their continued
involvement and support. In addition, our older pupils
in P3—P5 will take part in their year group assemblies
this week, celebrating learning, effort, and
achievements across the term.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support and
partnership

L(/_ (Q‘LO‘

Una Clancy
Deputy Director Nursery & Primary School




Administration

Statistical Data

In January, we compiled and evaluated the relevant
statistical data on extraordinary events or accidents that
occurred last year. Fortunately, there were no
significant incidents in any area. We would like to thank
all employees for their commitment and cooperation in
ensuring that our operations ran smoothly and safely
throughout the year. We look forward to continuing our
I [ ...-' successful cooperation in the coming year.

"\\ With the February holidays just around the corner,
H , winter has been making frequent visits to Frankfurt
again this year. As this always involves increased
difficulties and dangers, | would like to take this

opportunity to highlight a few points:

Process in the case of extreme weather conditions

As with all schools in Frankfurt, we are also taken care
of by the City of Frankfurt's winter service. The top
priority is public infrastructure, which includes
hospitals, public transport stations and schools.
However, when there are very heavy and sudden
snowfalls, as was the case in the first week of February,
there are many places in the city that need to be cleared
or covered with grit at the same time. In addition, access
to these areas is severely restricted, which leads to
further delays. Within ESF, the focus in this situation is
also on the most important entrances and exits and, of
course, evacuation routes — but it is not possible to
secure approximately 40,000 square meters completely
at the same time. Responsible behaviour and
independent action by all those involved is also urgently
required here. Thank you very much for your support.

Safety Requirements

During this school year, we will be taking another step

_ towards implementing our safety requirements. As you

\ know, we are obliged to ensure that only known and
- authorised people are allowed on the non-public school

grounds at all times. In future, parents accompanying

nursery school children will therefore be required to

\ / carry appropriate authorisation cards, visible at all
h— times, in order to gain access to the premises. We will
inform you of the relevant timetable and allocation
Zugangs- process in consultation with the nursery school
management in good time. Thank you very much for
kontrolle g 8 you ver

your support and understanding.
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Harald Krug, Deputy Director Finance & Administration



