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Bundesbankgeldnde eignet sich flir Européische Schule |

Stadt Frankfurt am Main

The Area of the Deutsche Bundesbank

If | were asked to name the highlight of this term, |
would not hesitate to mention the announcement
made by the Lord Mayor Mr. Josef on 11 March
2026 at the press conference.

The City of Frankfurt, represented by its Lord
Mayor, has seized a significant opportunity. With
the active support of ECB President Ms. Christine
Lagarde, and in agreement with the Deutsche
Bundesbank, it has been decided that the Wilhelm-
Epstein-StralRe site—no longer required by the
Bundesbank—will be used for the construction of
the new European School Frankfurt. This
commitment provides us, above all, with long-term
planning certainty.

This development also fulfills a promise made on
13 March 2025, when representatives of the City of
Frankfurt, together with the Lord Mayor and the
ECB President, visited our school. At that time, they
assured us that once a decision had been reached,
they would return to share it with our community.
True to their word, they visited us on 10 March for
a special, last-minute visit. After 15 years of
discussions and anticipation regarding the need for
a new school building, this moment felt truly
remarkable.

Alongside this milestone, several important
meetings and developments have kept us actively
engaged throughout the term:

Working Group Meetings — New School and
Interim Solutions

During the 49th Working Group meeting on the
new school and the 26th meeting on interim
solutions, the City of Frankfurt’s vision for the
future ESF campus at the Deutsche Bundesbank site
in Bockenheim was discussed, along with the next
steps. It was also confirmed that the Ratsweg
location is no longer being considered.

While many questions remain, the strong
commitment demonstrated by the City of
Frankfurt—both at the press conference and during
the school visit —was clearly evident. Further
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clarity is expected following the next Working
Group meeting at the end of April.

Regarding interim arrangements, it was confirmed
that construction of the interim building on the Red
Pitch will begin during the summer holidays. This
means that outdoor sports facilities will remain
available until then. The City of Frankfurt has
already proposed alternative sports locations, and
the school is currently working on plans to ensure
continued access to outdoor activities.

The construction of the interim building is expected
to take approximately two and a half school years,
with use anticipated from the 2029/2030 school
year.

ESF Communication Policy

The members of the Working Group are in the
process of reviewing an updated Communication
Policy document, and the next meeting will take
place after the Easter break. Communication is not
merely the transfer of information — it is
fundamental to building a strong school community
based on mutual understanding and clear
relationships. With defined expectations and a
structured framework, the policy will support
effective, inclusive, and transparent
communication across all levels of the school.

Teachers’ Forum of the European Schools in Riga,
Latvia (13 — 14 April 2026)

We are proud that five of our teachers (two from
the Primary school and three from the Secondary
school) will be representing our school at this
forum. They will be presenting posters about
projects that have been chosen by selection
committee and that contribute to the well-being in
our school.

The Teachers’” Forum of the European Schools
(TFES) was launched under the Italian Presidency
(2023-2024). The first Forum took place in Parma
in 2024, followed by Nicosia in 2025. It was created
in response to the European Parliament’s 2023
resolution, emphasizing the importance of teacher
development for high-quality education and the
European Education Area.

| wish you all a restful and joyful Easter holiday.

MQJ{-&WKC.,

Anastazija Avsec
Director
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Secondary School

The month of March was filled with a number of
events, some of them on European school level,
others internally organized.

Respect Week

During Respect Week, from 02/03/26 to
06/03/26, our school buzzed with energy through
a series of interactive activities and expert-led
. A workshops. We were delighted to welcome 40 S3
= students from the European School Brussels 1V,
accompanied by six teachers. The visitors not
only explored our ongoing projects but also
joined regular classes, immersing themselves in
daily school life. By the end of the week, they left
Frankfurt carrying not just souvenirs, but a
wealth of shared experiences and lasting
memories.

Eurosport Tournament 2026 — ESF Students
Shine with Team Spirit and Commitment

From Wednesday 11/03/26 to Saturday
14/03/26, students from the European School
Frankfurt proudly participated in the Eurosport
Tournament hosted at EEB4, competing
alongside 26 other European schools.
Accompanied by four sports teachers - Mr Misik,
Ms Stedile-Dahl, Ms Ivanova and Mr Altemdiiller,
our students represented ESF with enthusiasm,
determination, and pride. Beyond their sporting
achievements, they stood out for their excellent
teamwork, respect, and fair play - values that
truly reflect the spirit of our school community.
Eurosport 2026 We are extremely proud of their
accomplishments and the positive example they
set throughout the tournament.

Our ESF team achieved an impressive 12th place
overall, demonstrating both athletic ability and
strong team spirit throughout the event.

Results by sport:

Ultimate Frisbee (girls): 5th place- Basketball 3x3
(boys): 15th place- Pickleball (mixed): 8th place -
Touch Rugby (mixed): 17th place- Obstacle Run:
13th place

European Science Symposium

The European Science Symposium (ESSS 2026),
held in Brussels from March 8 — 11, brought
together young scientists from across the
European Schools. Our school was represented



EUROPEAN SCHOOLS
SYMPOSIUM

Science Symposium 2026

MEC 2026

by three projects: one junior and two senior. The
projects explored topics such as using wax worms
to break down plastic, the Stroop effect in
bilingual brains, and a programmed CO, food
footprint calculator. Their posters are now
displayed at our school’s main entrance. The
symposium was an energising and enriching
experience, showcasing impressive creativity,
rigour, and originality, and inspiring continued
curiosity and innovation in science.

Next school year the ESF is proud to host the
European Science Symposium 2027 in April (11%"-
14).

MEC (Model European Council)

Ten ESF students represented France and
Slovakia at MEC in Karlsruhe. They worked,
discussed, amended, and voted on 11 proposals,
ranging from a revised procedure for
enlargement (which has been stalled for years),
to a new European policy to foster water
resilience (threatened by climate change). The
agenda had been set by the Commission and the
Cypriot presidency. Two ESF students were part
of the Cypriot delegation: they ran two councils
with great efficiency. But on Friday morning the
news broke: The Commission and the Presidency
were trapped in Cyprus after a drone attack by
Iran. The crisis lasted one long hour during which
the delegates of the 26 remaining member states
had to figure out by themselves how to organize
their work and react to this unprecedented
attack. And they couldn’t do it! The Council was
completely paralyzed! This was a great lesson for
our students on the importance of clear rules and
clear procedures for decisions to be made.
Overall, MEC 2026 was a great success: our
students were able to stand their ground and at
the same time contribute to the European spirit,
without which no decision can ever be made in
the EU.

We wrap up March looking ahead to the Easter
holidays, featuring our S1-S4 Buddy Bunny
project (led by the ESF counselors) and S6 class
trips to Copenhagen, Paris, Milan, and Prague.
Happy Holidays!

Kyriaki Chatzivassiliadou
Deputy Director Secondary School ad interim



Nursery & Primary School

Education Council Update

We recently held an Education Council meeting with
parent representatives from each section to discuss key
topics. Among these were assessment procedures, the
Kiva program, and student behaviour. These
discussions are part of our ongoing commitment to
ensuring a safe, supportive, and effective learning
environment for all pupils. We will continue to reflect
on these areas and implement improvements where
needed.

Morning Supervision Routine

Since launching our outdoor morning supervision
routine on March 16th, students have adapted very
well, and the transition has been smooth. We have also
been fortunate with the weather. We will continue
reviewing our routines as we plan for the next school
year to ensure they meet the needs of our school
community.

Primary School Projects

Students have begun engaging in their respective
section projects, which provide valuable opportunities
for creativity, collaboration, and deeper learning.

Thanks to the effort of pupils involved in last year’s
M.T.T. project, the flower bed in the primary
playground is now filled with daffodils and tulips,
bringing color to our school grounds.

Our Nursery students have recently completed their
upcycling project, showcasing their work in an
impressive display for primary pupils which was very
inspiring.

sz, (.Q%qu

Una Clancy
Deputy Director Nursery & Primary School




Administration

Harald Krug,
Deputy Director Finance & Administration

Start of construction for the interim solution

The City of Frankfurt has informed us that work on the
interim solution for our sports area cannot begin before
the summer holidays. We are therefore very pleased
that this school year can proceed without any
restrictions on the use of outdoor areas for sport and
break times. It is not yet clear what impact this will have
on the new school year, or how we can or must deal
with it. Discussions with the City of Frankfurt are still
ongoing — as soon as we have any results, we will of
course let you know.

Summerfest

Onother positive outcome of this decision: We can once
again organise the summer party for the whole school
community this year, in collaboration with the Parents’
Association. We are very much looking forward to
spending the day together with the whole school
community on Saturday 20 June, hopefully in beautiful
weather. As in previous years, further information
regarding the programme and organisation will be
provided by the Parents’ Association, and we would like
to take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks
for their support and excellent cooperation.

Installation of residents' barriers

The local elections took place on 15 March, and this has
also had an impact on the local councils, who represent
residents' interests in the various neighbourhoods.
Shortly before the election, we as a school were
informed that the current local council had applied for
the installation of resident-only barriers due to the
morning situation involving ‘parent taxis’ on
HeilmannstralRe and Oberfeldstrae. If approved and
implemented, the existing roads can only be accessed
or used by residents at certain times. The reason for this
is that many parents drop their children off at nursery
or school in the mornings and block access roads or park
in front of or block house entrances and exits in these
streets. Unfortunately, the measures taken so far have
not had the desired effect, therefore, the local council
has decided to submit this proposal. The European
School has no influence on this matter and is not
involved in the decision-making process, as the actual
school grounds are not affected. We will, of course,
provide an update as soon as we have further
information.



