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Dear School Community, 

I do not know how it feels for you, but to me, each school 
period seems to pass faster than the last. Time perception 
is subjective, yet studies suggest that as we grow older and 
experience fewer new things, time feels as though it 
moves more quickly. 

These past four weeks have been filled with various school 
events (see next pages), alongside the approaching exam 
period for our Secondary students. 

These are topics that I would like to share this time: 

Meeting of the Board of Governors of the European 
Schools  
At the latest meeting in Riga (15–17 April 2026), among 
others the situation of the ESF building was presented by 
the Secretary-General, Mr. Beckmann, supported by 
representatives of the ECB and the European Commission. 
The presentation covered the current situation, future 
scenarios, and the challenges ahead. This marks an 
important step for our school, hoping to provide 
additional momentum for the authorities responsible for 
the ESF building project. 

In addition to the regular discussions held twice yearly 
during the ESF Administrative Board meetings, the ESF 
building situation has been included as a separate agenda 
item since January 2026 and will continue to be discussed 
as a dedicated topic in future Administrative Board 
meetings. 

Working Group Meetings: New School and Interim 
Solutions 
Two weeks ago, in the 50th meeting (WG New School), the 
members were informed about next steps that are needed 
to move forward, such as the preparation of the 
Machbarkeitsstudie /Feasibility Study for the site 
Deutsche Bundesbank which will be prepared by the City 
of Frankfurt. Many questions are still open, so we will 
continue to keep you informed. 

Topics discussed at the WG Interim meeting on 24 April 
2026, were the latest developments regarding the search 
for replacement sports facilities and other important 
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aspects after construction will begin. We expect more 
clarity and detailed planning in the coming weeks. 

ESF Europe Week (4. – 8. 5. 2026) and European Mental 
Health Awareness Week (11. – 17. 5. 2026) 
The month of May is recognized around the world, 
including in Europe, as a time when various initiatives are 
launched to raise awareness and promote dialogue on 
mental health. During Europe Week, ESF staff members 
spent time together on a boat trip on the Main River. 
Despite our busy schedules and the rain, we enjoyed 
taking time for each other and engaging in informal 
conversations to strengthen our well-being and ESF team 
spirit. 

I hope that everyone will take time to rest and enjoy the 
spring in the May holidays and we will all come back 
refreshed and ready for the last stretch of the school year. 

Yours sincerely, 

  
 
Anastazija Avsec  
Director 
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Alice in Wonderland Theatre Play 
The Secondary students delivered an outstanding 
performance in Alice in Wonderland, showcasing 
exceptional acting, dancing, and artistic talent 
throughout the production. 

Over two evenings, audiences enjoyed wonderful 
entertainment that reflected months of 
preparation, hard work, dedication, and 
commitment from both students and teachers. 
The production was a true celebration of 
creativity, teamwork, and passion for the 
performing arts. 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
contributed to making this yet another 
extraordinary cultural event in the long tradition 
of memorable productions at the ESF. 

Stress Management and Resilience Workshops 
With the exam period approaching, the school 
has organised a series of stress management and 
resilience workshops for students from S5 to S7. 

Our S5 students participated in two workshops 
led by external specialists recommended by the 
Parents’ Association. We are very grateful to the 
Association for its valuable financial and 
organisational support in making these sessions 
possible. 

We would also like to warmly thank Ms Rosa 
Tetradi-Mairi, the school psychologist, for her 
continuous contribution and support. Ms Tetradi 
has been working closely with our S6 and S7 
students through a series of stress management 
and resilience sessions designed to help them 
prepare confidently for their examinations. 

We wish all our students strength, confidence, 
and every success in their exams. 

Activity Week 
June 22nd will be the final day of regular lessons 
for students in S1–S6. 

From June 23rd to June 26th, all students will 
participate in a compulsory Activity Week 
programme designed to enrich learning in and 
beyond the classroom. 
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Programme Overview 

• S1: Sports Activities  

• S2: Digital Licence / Digital and Social Media 
Competencies  

• S3: Foreign Languages and Cultural Awareness  

• S4: Class Trip  

• S5: Geography and Biology field trips in line 
with syllabus requirements  

• S6: University and Career Preparation  

Further details regarding schedules and 
requirements will be shared with students and 
parents in due course. 

Important Notice 

There will be no school for students in S1–S6 
during the week of June 29th to July 3rd. 

 

Finally, we look forward to the BAC Event taking 
place tonight. 

 
 
Kyriaki Chatzivassiliadou 
Deputy Director Secondary School ad interim 
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Outdoor learning in our green classroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P1 Europe week activity 

 

 

European Projects 
Over the past few weeks, many year-long projects have 
ended, highlighting our pupils’ creativity, teamwork, 
and enthusiasm. There has been so much happening 
that I cannot mention everything, but here are just a 
few highlights: 

The Italian section delighted audiences with a lively 
theatre production, full of confidence and creativity 
both on and off the stage. The Spanish section’s Science 
Fair was equally impressive, with students sharing a 
wide range of imaginative experiments. 

Last Thursday’s folk dance workshop, led by our mother 
tongue teachers and pupils, was a joyful celebration of 
the many cultures in our school. It was wonderful to see 
so many pupils and staff wearing national dress. 

Sustainability  
has been a strong focus across the school. The whole 
German section has been working hard on 
sustainability projects over the past year, and our 
Nursery classes also created a lovely upcycling display. 
P3 students enjoyed a sustainability treasure hunt 
organised by the secondary school sustainability 
committee. 

School Trips 
A key highlight for the P2 classes has been the overnight 
trips to Schmitten, where pupils built independence, 
confidence, and friendships through shared 
experiences. Our first group of P5 pupils are currently 
taking part in their Winterberg trip. 

Europe Week 
Finally, Europe Week is underway, with students 
exploring different countries through a variety of 
activities. The week will end with a whole school 
assembly, with everyone coming together on Friday 
dressed in blue and yellow to celebrate our European 
richness. 

 
Úna Clancy 
Deputy Director Nursery & Primary School 
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Summerfest 
Together with the Parents’ Association, we are once 
again planning to hold our summer party at the end of 
June. Due to the construction work associated with the 
temporary solution, it looks as though this will be the 
last time we can hold the event in this format, as we are 
currently unable to predict whether – or to what extent 
– the construction work will also restrict access to the 
rest of our grounds. We are therefore keeping our 
fingers crossed for good weather and wish everyone a 
relaxing and enjoyable day at the ESF. 
Cyber Security 
The issue of cyber security is, of course, also a concern 
for the European Schools. In addition to protecting data 
and systems through standard procedures and 
processes such as firewalls and virus scanners, internal 
processes are also subject to regular review. For this 
reason, the European Schools are raising their security 
standards both in the areas of authentication and login, 
and with regard to potentially harmful content from the 
internet. This is based on the so-called ‘zero-trust 
model’, according to which digital communication is not 
classified as trustworthy simply because it was 
(apparently) sent by a sender within the company or 
organisation. The relevant changes apply exclusively to 
staff and should not affect the day-to-day running of the 
school. 
However, I would like to take this opportunity to remind 
you once again of the procedure for resetting pupils’ 
passwords, which was introduced at the start of the 
school year. If parents and pupils have not yet 
implemented this correctly (setting passwords, security 
questions, etc.), please do so as soon as possible, as this 
also helps to improve security standards (please refer to 
the relevant information from Brussels). 
 

 
 
Harald Krug,  
Deputy Director Finance & Administration 
 


